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Secretary in 1822; Huskisson, at the Board of Trade, was busy
reforming the tariff on less illiberal lines, which included a
modification of the Corn Laws; Canning at the Foreign Office
was giving support to liberal movements abroad. The
Ministry was still hostile to parliamentary Reform; but its policy
had become definitely less reactionary and oppressive. The
British governing classes were preparing themselves for a
readjustment to the new social system created by the Industrial
Revolution; and the new ministers were not umvilling to do
something to meet working-class claims, in the hope of lessen-
ing the support of the workers for the Radical cause. More-
over, the argument of the Benthamites that freedom to com-
bine was really a part of the essential freedom of trade carried
some weight, especially when it was accompanied by an
assurance that prohibition positively encouraged combina-
tion, by causing the workers to attribute their sufferings to
legal oppression instead of recognizing in them the working of
inexorable economic laws.
The workers, however, undiscouraged by their defeats in
1825 and 1826, persisted in forming combinations; and Trade
Unionism continued to grow apace. Trade improved in 1827,
and still more in 1828, and, after a set-back in 1829, was again
reasonably flourishing in 1830. Thereafter a renewed depres-
sion set in; and the final struggle over the Reform Bill was
fought out hi a period of economic adversity. This fact,
indeed, helps to explain its course. The workers would have
been less ready to riot for Reform in 1831 and 1832 if unem-
ployment had been less acute.
Trade Unionism grew strongly through the years of improv-
ing trade after the crisis of 1825. Old Unions, such as the
London Shipwrights, came out into the open; in numerous
cases local trade clubs of craftsmen began to link up into
Unions which aimed at covering the whole country; and many
new Unions and local societies were formed. Among the
skilled craftsmen, the Steam Engine Makers (1824), the
Journeymen Steam Engine Makers (1826) and the Friendly
Society of Carpenters and Joiners (1827) were attempts to form
open combinations on a national scale. The miners on the
North-East Coast re-formed in 1825 tne Northumberland and